Together we’re
saving sight,
changing lives

Meet Polok, a nine year old from
Bangladesh whose sight was
restored and life changed with
one facebook message.

Lions are helping to transform lives
Thank you so much for the generous support given
to Sightsavers from Lions clubs across the British Isles
and Ireland through the Lions Sight Savers Trust. Our
work is only possible because of generous gifts from
supporters such as you.

Our vision:
Sightsavers’ vision
is of a world where
no one is blind from
avoidable causes and
where visually impaired
people participate
equally in society.

Roughly 285 million people across the world today live with a visual
impairment. 39 million are completely blind. A shocking 90 per cent of
these people live in developing countries and the vast majority of the visual
impairments they live with are either preventable or curable. Sightsavers
works to change this unfair situation for the better, aiming to eliminate
avoidable blindness in developing countries.
This Lionisitic year is our final push for our A Million Miracles campaign,
aiming for our one millionth life changing operation in 2018. Thanks to
the generosity of Lions clubs, we’re nearly there, having raised over £24
million which is enough to carry out 800,000 sight-restoring operations
for conditions like cataract.
Each one is a miracle for those whose sight it restores. We hope Lions clubs
will continue to join us and reach our milestone of a million miracles.

Dr Caroline Harper CBE,
Chief Executive, Sightsavers

Read the Million Miracles Blog at:
www.millionmiracles.org/blog

What we do

Thanks to you

Sightsavers works in some of the poorest
countries to eliminate avoidable blindness
and, where blindness is irreversible, we
work to promote equality and ensure
people with disabilities have the same
opportunities in life as anyone else.

These life-changing operations are possible because of the
generous support we receive from Lions clubs. When children
living in the developing world like Polok start to lose their sight, the
effects can be devastating. This is why we are raising awareness so
families can spot problems earlier, developing referral systems to
make it easier to see a doctor, and training eye surgeons so operations
are more accessible. Through your continued support of A Million
Miracles, your Lions club can contribute to this effort, helping to
transform the lives in some of the poorest countries in the world.

Where we work

Blindness is a significant global health problem. We take a comprehensive
approach to building strong, sustainable eye health services, particularly
focusing on primary health care and developing the health workforce.
Each year, we support our partners to carry out millions of eye examinations
and refer people for treatment to prevent blindness and restore sight. Through
community volunteers in developing countries, we enable the distribution of
medication to prevent blinding diseases. We fund operations for people who need
them, and train eye care workers and surgeons. We want to save people from
a lifetime of blindness – and by Lions supporting our A Million Miracles appeal;
you’re helping to make that happen.

Sightsavers has over 65 years
of experience changing lives in
developing countries.
We have supported:
The training of over 522,000
primary eye care workers

Over 873 million treatments
distributed

Rehabilitation and training
to over 210,000 people

Over 9 million operations
to restore sight

Distributing over 3 million
pairs of glasses

How far your support goes:
Polok’s
Miracle
One person to benefit from A Million
Miracles was Polok Hossen, a nineyear old from Bangladesh. Polok had
very low vision, falling over when
running, unable to read, write, or
even play properly with his friends.
It wasn’t until Polok started learning
to read for himself that his family got
an idea of how poor his vision was.

Realising he had a serious problem,
they were distraught. “If you don’t
have sight, how can you earn? How
can you eat or run a family?” said his
father Tariqul.

Name:
Polok Hossen
Age:
9
Location:
Bangladesh

In desperation, they began to search
for information about treatment. A
local doctor told Polok’s parents that
he was unable to help, but explained
that Sightsavers offers free
operations in Bangladesh and he
thought Polok would be eligible.
Polok’s cousin Sisan, who is studying
medicine, used Facebook to find
Sightsavers and send an urgent plea
for help. The team replied straight
away and organised for a field
officer to examine Polok.

Within days, the family were on
their way to Khulna hospital four
hours from their home, where Polok
was diagnosed with cataracts in
both eyes and given the go-ahead
for surgery.
During his first operation, one of
Polok’s cataracts was removed,
allowing him to see more clearly.
When his bandages were taken off it
took a little while for his eyes to adjust,
but after a few minutes he began to
blink – to his mother’s delight, he
started answering her questions,
confirming he could see more clearly.
Arriving home a few days later, the
change in Polok was astounding. He
started approaching people to shake
hands, talking more and answering
questions confidently.

Polok can now play with his friends,
help in the home and gain an
education. The future looks bright
for him and his family.

“When we consulted
doctors, they said my
boy needed an operation
but we didn’t have
enough money – we
were hopeless, how
would we cover the cost?
I feel happy now.”

£1 can buy one

£1,978 can buy a

plastic lens used in
cataract surgery

motorbike for an eye
care worker to reach
remote communities

£30 can enable

£2,200 can train a

someone to have a
cataract operation

cataract surgeon for
their initial professional
qualification

Hasna, Polok’s Mother

£374 can fund a
surgical instrument set
to treat cataract

Please continue to help us so we
can reach our goal and perform one
million sight restoring operations.

Lions have already done so much to support A Million
Miracles. You truly are helping us to save people’s sight
and transform their lives, and words can’t express how
grateful we are. You make incredible things happen.

The income raised from this appeal will be matched by
the UK government, pound for pound, until 9 January,
so your gift will go even further.
Lion clubs response in 2015 to the UK government’s
commitment to double donations towards our A Million
Miracles Appeal was remarkable. We hope you can
match that effort again this year.

Want to know more?
Email us at lions@sightsavers.org
www.sightsavers.org
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