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AND SO, THE END IS NEAR……. 
 

Here I am, sitting at my laptop writing my final 
newsletter, wondering where the year has gone. 
This last month has been different, still busy but a 
lot less miles travelled visiting clubs.  In fact, only 
20, as my last official visit was to my own club, 
Northampton Eighty, to thank my fellow club   
members for the magnificent support they have 
given me this year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It was also my chance to welcome two new     
members to the club and two prospective        
members who I had the pleasure of inducting into 
the club a couple of days ago.  
 

BIRMINGHAM CHINATOWN 
 

May is the month when clubs usually remove Lions 
that have decided to leave our organisation to 
avoid having to pay their International dues at the 
start of the new Lions year and hold over any new 
members until July for exactly the same reason.  
 
Whilst the District has lost eleven members in 
May, we also went against tradition and gained 
eleven new members. Jackie and I had the     
pleasure of meeting another two new members to  
Lions Clubs International at Birmingham China-
town Lions Club Charter celebration at the          
Birmingham Botanic Gardens early in May.     
 

Continued…... 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

…...Chinatown continued 
 
Lions Julie Reilly and Bebeanna Woo are the first 
lady members to join the club.  

It was a very enjoyable event even though we 
were ‘attacked’ from all directions during the     
evening. Firstly we were ‘attacked’ by a Chinese 
dragon that was fended off by donating money, 
then our wallets were ‘attacked’ further with an 
entertaining game of ‘Play Your Cards Right’  
 
Finally, my white jacket was ‘attacked’ by a glass 
of red wine as a result of some over-exuberant     
conversation and hand waving by one of the 
guests on our table - getting its second 
‘christening’ of the year.  
 

Despite my lightning speed reactions (yes, I can 
move quickly if I have to), I was not quick enough 
to prevent my sleeve being speckled with wine 
and resembling an outbreak of measles.  
 
However, Jackie’s ‘magic’ stain   
removing wipes and some dabbing 
with white wine rescued the day.  
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SOCIAL VISITS 
 

This month Jackie and I have been able to spend 
more time on the social side of being Lions at a 
number of club charter anniversaries.  
 
Aldridge and District Lions charter was different 
this year, being held at Jerome’s Restaurant 
within Walsall College and run by the catering   
students in the college. The food and service was 
stunning and it was difficult to believe that such 
young people produced such a wonderful meal. 
Surely they will all go very far.  
 
We also had fun time with Thurnby and Knowle 
and Dorridge Lions. As usual the local ‘hooligans’ 
were at the Knowle and Dorridge Charter using 
‘pea shooters’ and sending squealing balloons in 
all directions. I would hate to name the main     
protagonists but I did manage to have a chat with 
them after the formalities were over. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Although my year is now on wind down, DG     
business continues and the last cabinet of the 
year took place half way through the month. May 
cabinet is always a full house as many of the       
in-coming Cabinet attend as well and this one was 
no exception.  
 
I would like to thank all of my cabinet officers for 
the hard work they have put in through the year to 
make it the success it has been. I would also like 
to wish DGE Simon and his in-coming cabinet all 
the success for the coming year.  
 
The three-person Governors Team ensures     
continuity from one year to another and it is 
through that continuity that we grow in strength as 
a District. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

ZONE H GAMES 
 

I have delayed issuing the final edition of my     
newsletter to include the Zone H Games for the        
Disabled Children that took place at the beginning 
of June.  

This is the first time that the Northamptonshire 
clubs have put on this event and were inspired to 
do so by the Malvern Hills Lions annual events for 
adults with disabilities.  
 
There was a lot of screaming and shouting and the 
organised games seemed more like organised 
chaos and, like the Malvern event, I still have not 
worked out the scoring system.  
 
But, at the end of the day, that did not matter as 
everyone was a winner and left with medal around 
their necks, agreeing that we will do it again next 
year, bigger and better.  
 
And if one little girl called Chloe had her way, she 
would have taken the big cuddly Lion home with 
her! 
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NIGER WELLS 
 

You will have heard from Lion Pauline Hoogerwerf 
at the District Convention in Worcester that the 
refurbishment of the ten water wells in Niger, 
along with some improvements to stop them      
silting up again, was nearing completion.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This picture shows one of the refurbished wells       
covered by a steel lid, as it was at the end of last 
year, after the first stage of the work had been 
completed. Since then the wells have had walls 
constructed around them to prevent sand drifting 
into the well and with watering troughs for the    
cattle to drink from.  
 
I would like to congratulate and thank Lion Pauline 
for her hard work in getting this project so far and 
the clubs and individuals in the District who have 
supported the project through their donations.  
 
However, the project is only nearing completion 
because money has been borrowed from the    
District Charity fund to enable work to be carried 
out whilst the weather conditions are fine in Niger 
and before the rainy season begins.  
 
The project still needs to raise about £4,500 to 
repay the District Charity fund and so, as we     
approach the end of the Lions year, when clubs 
are making decisions on donating money, I ask 
you to include a donation to Niger Wells so we 
can physically and financially complete this project 
in the very near future. 
 

YOUTH EXCHANGE 
 

It is rapidly approaching the time when young     
students from across the world will be converging 
on MD 105 for this year’s Youth Exchange and 
Youth Camp.  

Please circulate to all Club Members  

YOUR HELP IS NEEDED 
 

This year has been very difficult for hosting Youth 
Exchange students. A combination of financial   
difficulties, age and hosts wanting a break means 
that organising committee is very short of Host 
Families for this years’ programme.  There are 40 
students arriving in July for host family stays      
followed by the Youth Camp.  
 
The Camp side is progressing well, but the       
committee is short of volunteer host families. Many 
of the students coming are relations of Lions or 
have won Young Ambassadors competitions. 
 

CAN YOU HELP BY BEING A VOLUNTEER 
HOST? 
 
If you can, please contact Lion Clive Cooper on    
q-e-d@quirke-street.freeserve.co.uk or Lion Jackie 
Williams on  youthx@lions105m.org.uk  
 
As usual, the students will be arriving into MD 105 
through Birmingham Airport before travelling      
onwards to their host families in other Districts. We 
need volunteers to greet the students on their arri-
val and ensure they are sent safely on to their host 
families.  
 

CAN YOU HELP BY BEING A VOLUNTEER 
GREETER AT BIRMINGHAM AIRPORT? 
 
If you can, please contact Lion Harry Fry on  
harryjanfry3@sky.com 
 

NEW MEMBERS 
 
I would like to welcome the     
following new members 
into the family of Lions: 
 
 
 
Julie Reilly Birmingham Chinatown 
Bebeanna Woo Birmingham Chinatown 
Richard Holding Lutterworth 
David Pugh Malvern Hills 
Sue Gillespie Northampton Eighty 
Frank Lilley Northampton Eighty 
Sandra Caley Rushden and District 
Maureen Horsley Rushden and District 
Steven Horsley Rushden and District 

 

mailto:q-e-d@quirke-street.freeserve.co.uk
mailto:youthx@lions105m.org.uk
mailto:harryjanfry3@sky.com
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DIARY DATES  
 
District Governor 
 
June 
 
3rd  Wellingborough and District Club visit 
4th  Zone H & I Games for Special Needs 
 Schools 
8th  Sandwell 4th Charter Anniversary 
14th  Rugby Rokeby 45th Charter Anniversary 
15th  Birmingham Handsworth 27th Charter 
 Anniversary 
22nd  Rowell Summer Dance 
23rd  Wellesbourne Raft Race 
23rd  Past District Governors Lunch 
26th  Marston Green Presentation Evening 
28th  Governors Meeting 
29th  Malvern Hills 38th Charter Anniversary 
30th  Northampton Eighty Handover Dinner 
 
July 
 
4th-10th  International Convention in Hamburg 
11th-20th  Holiday 
21st  District Handover at St John’s Hotel, 
 Solihull 
 
District Governor Elect 
 
June 
 
8th  Castle Bromwich 23rd Charter  
 Anniversary 
9th  District GLT meeting 
27th  District GMT meeting 
28th  Governors Meeting 
30th Coventry Phoenix 2nd Charter  
 Anniversary 
 
1st Vice District Governor Elect 
 
June 
 
7th-9th   DG Training at St John’s Hotel,  
 Solihull 
27th  District GMT meeting 
28th  Governors Meeting 
 
 
 
 
  

Please circulate to all Club Members  

 
THE FAT LADY SINGS 

 

And now is the time to sign off as the fat lady is on 
the stage and singing.  
 
It has been a huge privilege to have been your 
District Governor this year and both Jackie and I 
have been overwhelmed by the warmth of        
welcome we have received wherever we have    
visited.  
 
As I have visited clubs across the District and at-
tended service activities I have been amazed at 
the amount and quality of service that Lions 
around this District provide within their              
communities, proving that each and every Lion   
upholds our motto ‘We Serve’ and are ‘touching 
the hearts of those in need’.  
 
The fun Jackie and I have experienced at Charter 
celebrations and at the District and Multiple District 
Conventions prove that Lions in District 105M 
know how to have fun as well as work hard and 
that is what makes this District great. 
 
So now it is time to finish my monthly ramblings 
and I hope that you have had as much enjoyment 
reading them as I have in writing my monthly 
newsletters.  
 
I wish Simon, Ian and Heather every success as 
the Governors Team for the coming year, knowing 
that in their hands the District will be safe and   
continue to grow and prosper. 
 

“TOUCHING THE HEARTS OF THOSE IN NEED” 
 


