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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 

DG Lion Simon Moss: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor:  
Lion Pauline Hoogerwerf: hoogerwerf@btopenworld.com 

FOLLOW YOUR DREAM AND MAKE YOUR 
MARK 
 
One of my highlights of International Convention was 
the opportunity to meet, albeit briefly, International 
President Barry Palmer. Most of our training school was 
taken up with his theme for the year: 
 

Follow Your Dream 
 

I’d like to briefly set out Barry’s four main dreams and 
try to relate them to my theme for the year:  
 
Dream one – tackling poverty amongst women and 
children through micro-financing.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This is very much a project of the “teach a man to fish” 
variety. A small amount of money is loaned to enable a 
person to grow crops to earn money to pay back the 
loan with zero interest. The money can then be            
re-loaned so that it continues to work and make a mark 
on many people. 
 
Dream two – increasing membership to 1.4 million by 
the end of the year.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Barry tells a story of how he worked with Lions in his 
town for some time before someone asked why he   
wasn’t a Lion. “I’ve not been asked” he replied.  
 
One of the best ways to get members is to ask people 
who already work with us and, if they say no, ask them 
again a few months later. Try asking for volunteers for 
specific projects as, once people see the work we do, 
they’ll want to get more involved. 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

FOLLOW YOUR DREAM continued……. 
 

Dream three – increase the percentage of women 
members from 25% to 30% by the end of the year and 
to 50% by 2017.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This is an ambitious dream, but certainly a good one. 
Women make up 52% of the world’s population and 
therefore of the people we serve. We are still perceived 
as a male organisation by many, an image we ought to 
change. 
 
Dream four – ensuring that Lions Clubs International 
achieves its full potential and becomes the “Go To”   
organisation for matters of humanitarian and           
community service.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We can all help with this by doing the best we can as 
clubs and making our mark on our communities 
through the service we provide. By ensuring we do 
common activities, such as the Signature Projects, we 
can become better known nationally and, by working 
together with other clubs, we can do bigger projects 
and enhance our reputation.  
 
By ensuring that we report all our activities through 
MyLCI. We can combine all the figures for money 
raised and donated, hours worked and people helped 
to produce some truly staggering figures that have to 
grab attention. 
 
I would ask all clubs to spend some time setting out 
your dreams for the year and then       
planning how to achieve them. If we all 
reach a little bit further, we will make more 
of a mark. 
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MY FIRST CABINET AS DG 
On 11th August I sat in the chair at a District Cabinet 
meeting for the first time and - do you know what? I 
quite enjoyed it! 
 
There were some 45 District Officers present and a 
couple of guests, and chairs were at a premium, but we 
soon settled down to business. I am pleased to say 
that, thanks to the persuasive powers of District       
Secretary Pauline Hoogerwerf, every Officer had     
submitted a report. 
 

 

Thirsty work this DG-ing 

 

I have made some minor tweaks to Cabinet this year, 
putting the service committee reports first and           
introducing opportunities for short presentations by the 
committees.  Why have I done this?   
 
Well firstly I believe that service is what we do.         
Although the Cabinet have a responsibility to manage 
the administration of the district, if we aren’t getting the 
service right there’s little point in being here.  
 
Secondly we have a collective responsibility as District 
Officers, so it is important that we get to know what’s 
happening outside our own committees. 
 
This time the International Committee were first up. 
The committee has grown this year through the       
addition of Anita Bedi as International Relations officer, 
Angie Wytcherley as Street Children Officer and Carole 
Moseley as Water Projects Officer. The latter is looking 
at a possible project in Nepal as a successor to the 
successful Niger Wells project. Also on the committee 
are LCIF officer Bill Ranautta, North Sea Lions Officer 
John Bush and Chairman Femi Onabolu.  

Femi presented the committee’s reports, which can be 
found on the district web site, and then gave a        
presentation on “Adopt an International Local Lions 
Project”. The committee are going to find small projects 
being run by Lions around the world that clubs in this 
district can get involved in. By joining with other Lions 
Clubs in this way we can get a sense of ownership of 
these projects.                                               

 
Continued……….. 
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……..Cabinet continued 
One of International President Barry Palmer’s dreams is 
to use Micro-financing to tackle poverty amongst 
women and children and hopefully we can include such 
projects in our list. 

Cabinet hard at work 
 

Health Committee Chairman, Martin Hill, was up next 
and, although his committee did not have a specific 
presentation, Barbara Dutton our diabetes officer used 
up the allotted time with some very useful information 
about diabetes awareness.  
 

The rest of the committee comprises Linda Cross – 
Sight Officer, Chris Haynes – Message in a bottle and 
Medic Alert, Bob Dutton – Environment and two new 
members, Lorraine Shipley – Physical and Learning 
Disabilities and Rosie Eynon – Speech and Hearing. 
 

Not wanting good talent to go to waste, I’ve given the 
job of Youth Chairman to my wife, Christine. She        
presented her reports before introducing Young         
Ambassador Officer, Cath Kendall, for her five minute 
(eleven and a half actually) presentation. The District 
final will be on 24th November this year at the St John’s 
Hotel in Solihull, my second home this year as both 
Council and Cabinet meetings are held there, as well as 
this year’s District Convention.   

Now is the time to be thinking about approaching 
schools to look for candidates if you haven’t already 
done so. If you have been working with Young Leaders 
in Service, see if you have any potential Young          
Ambassadors amongst  your candidates. 

Following on from the service committees came the 
Zone and Region Chairmen, probably the most         
important and most enjoyable posts on cabinet. I    
struggled to get a full set of Zone Chairs this year but, 
apart from Zone H where there is a Zone committee, I 
finally found them all.  
 
The Communication Committee is again chaired by 
Mike Cooke and he is joined by Terrie Knibb as PR   
Officer, Joy Haffner as Webmistress, Ken Barker as 
Midland News editor and new boy Dave Smith as   
Competitions Officer.         

Continued……….. 
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……..Cabinet continued 
Terrie told Cabinet that she is offering social media 
workshops to Clubs and Zones, provided they can find 
a venue with WiFi. She will also be involved in a     
presentation on “Making the Most of Social Media at 
Autumn Forum on 20

th
 October at, you’ve guessed it, 

St Johns in Solihull. 
 

The rest of the Cabinet comprises the Global Member-
ship Team chaired by Heather Lee, still making      
membership sexy, the Global Leadership Team chaired 
by Pauline Fanti, the Finance and Administration Team 
chaired by 1

st
 Vice District Governor Ian Haffner and 

the Long Range Planning Committee chaired by 2
nd

 
Vice District Governor Heather Jeavons. I will           
concentrate a bit more on the work of these             
committees in later editions of my newsletter. 
 

My first Cabinet as DG ended three minutes later than 
the appointed hour and I will no doubt be fined for 
blaming this on the Tailtwister. I enjoyed the             
experience and am looking forward to the rest of the 
year with such a good team working alongside me. 
 

Please remember - it is not my Cabinet it is yours. All 
the District Officers are there to serve you and to help 
your clubs excel as Lions Clubs. Make use of them. 

 

DISTRICT OFFICERS  
RECOMMENDATIONS 2013-14 
 

It is customary for District Officers to request Clubs for 
donations to their designated charity appeals and the 
following is this year’s list.  Please contact the           
individual Officers for further information. 
 

International Committee 
 

Water Projects– recommended donation £100 
The Niger Water Wells repairs are nearing completion 
and a new District Project is being sought.  Water aid 
projects provide safe water sanitation and hygiene   
education, preventing water borne diseases that kill a 
child every15 minutes. 
 

Although we cannot reach all of the 1.1 billion people 
who are trapped in water poverty, your continued      
support is needed more than ever to help those that we 
can.  I would urge you to continue with these worth-
while projects.  District Officer Lion Carole Moseley 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

…… Officers’ Recommendations continued 
EDUKITS – recommended donation £170 
In areas where there are natural disasters or conflicts, it 
is important to maintain some stability for young        
children.  UNICEF and Lions have been working        
together for many years to supply EDUKITS to these 
areas.   
 

One kit contains all the necessary teaching supplies for 
one teacher and up to forty pupils, including a solar or 
wind-up radio, so that contact can be maintained with 
the outside world. EDUKITS have been supplied to   
areas such as Sri Lanka, following the tsunami, Haiti 
and Japan. Each kit costs £170.  District Officer Lion 
Anita Bedi 
 

Railway/Street Children – recommended donation 
£50 
100,000 children under the age of 16 run away from 
home every year in the UK.  14,000 of these come to 
serious harm. 
 

The Railway Children organisation, whose motto is    
“getting to the children on the streets before the 
streets get to them", helps in both the UK and 
abroad.  They have various programmes which range 
from trying to prevent vulnerable children from running 
away from home, to picking them up off the 
streets and finding them safe, suitable places to stay 
out of harm's way, to helping them get back with their 
families if this is feasible.   
 

They provide food, clothing, education, along with   
counselling for the children, which can also include their 
families.  Their help can be ongoing until all feel that the 
family can move forward together on their own.  They 
also work with communities and governments to raise 
awareness and give children a voice. 
 

Railway Children is one of the five Street                   
Children projects chosen by the Multiple District and 
one that we in this District have already been supporting 
for many years.    
District Officer Lion Angie Wytcherley 
 

LCIF (Undesignated) - recommended donation 
£100 
By donating money to the Undesignated Funds, you 
can be assured that this money will go towards the 
much needed LCIF Grants including Disaster Relief 
around the world.  
 

During the recent floods in northern India, LCIF was 
again the first to respond to the immediate emergency 
needs. Last year, the District raised half the money 
raised the previous year and this trend has been going 
on for the last three years. This situation makes it more 
important to raise the necessary funds to support the 
LCIF grant projects -  
District Officer Lion Bill Ranautta 

Continued….. 
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…...Officers’ Recommendations continued 
One Shot One Life Measles Project -                  
recommended donation £50 
LCIF and Lions are collaborating with the Measles    
Initiative partners to rescue children worldwide from 
measles. Measles is one of the world's deadliest   
vaccine preventable diseases: 450 children die each 
day. Yet, for less than US$1, we can vaccinate one 
child for life.  
 

Help us save 157 million children this year. Be a part of 
the solution through the One Shot, One Life: Lions 
Measles Initiative by supporting LCIF through the 
Gates Foundation Challenge Grant. For every $2 
raised by Lions, the Gates Foundation will donate 
US$1. Together, LCIF and the Gates Foundation will 
provide a total of US$15 million to fight measles this 
year – this project is being continued this year.  Learn 
more at www.lcif.org   
District Officer Lion Bill Ranautta 
 

North Sea Lions - recommended donation £0 
No donation required this Lions Year as we are       
already in funds, due to a project being cancelled.  
Therefore I do not wish to compete with the other   
worthy causes on this list.   
 

Please note this is a one-off and there are three      
projects on the table at the next NSL board meeting.  
If they decide to accept two projects rather than one 
we may be asked for two contributions, but if that   
happens, it will be through a separate appeal. 
District Officer Lion John Bush 
 

Malawi Education Scholarship Fund -  
recommended donation £110 
Poor but bright students who have done very well in 
Primary schools but unable to fund or continue with 
Secondary education regrettably are forced to drop 
out. Education cost in Malawi has risen drastically 
over the past few years, resulting in our MD105 
intervention. Your Club support is needed. 
 

Clubs in MD 105 are being asked to donate the sum 
of £110 annually and commit for a period of four 
years till the end of the child’s secondary education. 
This will cover admission, tuition and supply of books 
and other educational materials.  The scheme is       
operational, overseen and controlled by Lions Clubs in 
three Malawian centres of Blantyre, Zomba and 
Mzuzu. Each centre has its own legally drawn up   
Education Trust with a dedicated bank account. On 
our side, the fund is controlled by the MD International 
Relations Officer and the MD Charities Treasurer. 
 

I appeal to Clubs in our District to participate in this 
laudable project by sponsoring a child through          
secondary education with £110 annually, desirably (but 
not compulsorily) for four years. Annual progress report 
of each child will be made available to the MD and     
sponsoring Clubs – District Officer Lion Anita Bedi 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

Health Committee 
 
Comprehensive Eye Services (C.E.S.) -               
recommended donation £250 
For those of you who have been in Lions for a number 
of years, you may remember Eye Camps. These were 
literally tents with possibly a pressure cooker for        
producing sterile equipment.  
 
These, in remote parts of Northern India, were manned 
by Eye Surgeons who gave up their weekends and   
holidays for free, to provide their skills to help restore 
sight. The people these camps catered for did not have 
access to money for hospital treatment, or even        
hospitals. 
 
CES has brought “Eye Camps” into the 21st Century, 
as far as possible, by aiming to set up Vision Centres in 
rural areas. Centres like this are helping to reach many 
more people and raising awareness of eye health 
throughout the region. More of these are needed. 
 
CES takes a holistic approach to eye care and aims to 
improve eye health in three ways: 
 

 Treatment of eye diseases and conditions. 

 Promotion of eye health to prevent diseases     
spreading and conditions going untreated. 

 Support for people who are incurably blind to help 
them integrate into their communities. 

 
The CES programme is able to offer something to      
everyone with a sight  related problem – a blind person 
is given rehabilitation or training, a blind child will be 
helped to access school and all other eye problems are 
dealt with appropriately through health education,     
treatment or surgery.   
District Officer Lion Linda Cross. 
 

Special Olympics - recommended donation £50 
A Memorandum of Understanding was signed between 
Special Olympics Great Britain (SOGB) and Lions 
Clubs International MD105 in May 2010. MD 105’s 
main role with SOGB is to provide matched funding 
to help, train and guide some 8,000 athletes with     
special needs on a weekly and sometimes daily basis. 
Some of the monies will also be used to provide kit for 
the athletes at future major events and that kit will     
include the Lions logo. District Officer Lion Lorraine 
Shipley 
 

English Federation of Disability Sport –             
recommended donation £50 
A similar memorandum exists between MD 105 and 
EFDS, an organisation that Lions have been associated 
with for over 20 years. Many Lions in this district have 
supported EFDS as volunteers but money is required to 
support their work.  
District Officer Lion Lorraine Shipley 

http://www.lcif.org/
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Youth Committee 
 
District Youth Activities – recommended           
donation £50 
There has never been a designated fund for District 
Youth Projects. In the past the costs arising for any of 
our youth projects have been financed from the District 
General Fund arising predominantly from Bank Interest 
on the District Account or ‘ring fenced’ projects i.e.   
special Youth Camps and Leo fund. Small amounts 
come from various registration fees for candidates    
entering contests. 
 
Today, Bank Interest is negligible and the funds      
available for our District Youth Projects are very low, 
resulting in some running at a loss or not       
continuing.  
 
The suggested £50 would enable us to continue 
successfully and professionally our District Youth   
Projects.  It will enable us to set up a designated 
Youth Account as a number of other Districts in MD105 
have done. 
 
This appeal is completely separate from the previous 
request for £60 per club (now £3 per member) which 
normally appears on the January dues and which is 
for MD Youth Projects and goes to the MD Youth 
Trust fund. District Youth Chairman Christine Moss 
 
To recap, the list of recommendations is as          
follows: 
 £ 
Water Projects  100 
Edukit  170 
Railway Children 50 
LCIF undesignated 100 
One Shot One Life 50 
Malawi Education 110  
Eye Services 250 
Special Olympics 50 
Disability Sport 50 
District Youth activities 50 
 
 TOTAL: £980 
 
Please send your donations to the District Treasurer, 
with details of which appeals you are supporting and 
how much for each. 
 
 

MARK MY WORDS 
Challenge yourself with something you know you could 
never do, and what you’ll find is that you can overcome 
anything 
 
Anonymous    
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

MAKING MY MARK 

There are a number of ways that you can keep up with 
my activities as District Governor as well as this       
newsletter. 
 
I try to post what I’m doing on Facebook (Simon Moss 
and Lions District One O’Fivem) and Twitter 
(@simonhmoss and @lions105m). 
 
I have also been writing a blog entitled “My Life as a 
Lion” since I was elected as 2

nd
 VDG and I intend to 

step up the pace on this blog during my year as DG. 

You can find it at lionsimonmoss.com 

 

ON YOUR MARKS…GET SET…GO! 
In support of Christine’s charity of the year, Me & Dee, I 
am challenging the District to find me at least one 10K 
to 10 mile race in each Zone to run during the year.  
This month will see the first of these races at Shirley on 
15

th
 September at Blythe Valley Park.  

 

If you wish to sponsor me, you can do so online at 
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/medeerun/102104 and, 
for an added incentive, if you add a comment when 
making your donation guessing the total time it will take 
me for all the races, I will give a prize at the end of the 
year to whoever gets closest. 
 

Zone A – TBC 
Zone B – TBC 
Zone C – Shirley Fun Run 10K – 15 September 
Zone D – Great Midlands Fun Run 8.5 miles – 1 June 
Zone E – Shakespeare half marathon – 20 April 
Zone F – Blakedown Bolt - 20 June 
Zone G – TBC 
Zone H – TBC 
Zone I – Lutterworth 5K Santa Fun Run – 1 December 
 
Please find me races, preferably with a Lions           
connection, and email me the details to 
dg@lions105m.org.uk 

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/authors/r/robert_louis_stevenson.html
https://mydonate.bt.com/events/medeerun/102104
mailto:dg@lions105m.org.uk
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MAKING THEIR MARK 
I would like to welcome the following new members 
who joined the Family of Lions in July and August of 
this year: 
 
Inderjit Singh Basra  Coventry Mercia 
Muna Chauhan   Coventry Mercia 
Omkar Singh Hunjan   Coventry Mercia 
Sanjay Jagatia  Coventry Mercia 
Dial Masih  Coventry Mercia 
Marcus Masih  Coventry Mercia 
Pushbinder Singh Nagra  Coventry Mercia 
Jasbir Singh Sandhu  Coventry Mercia 
Bhupinder Singh  Coventry Mercia 
Narinder Singh  Coventry Mercia 
Tarlochan Singh  Coventry Mercia 
Balvinder Singh Uppal  Coventry Mercia 
Stephen Walker  Solihull 
Michael Eley  Worcester 

 

 
MARKING YOUR DIARIES 
Here are some dates to put in your diaries for the    
coming year: 
 
10 October 2013 – World Sight Day 
20 October 2013 – Autumn Forum – St John’s Hotel     
       Solihull: 

 Two workshops (“A member is for life not just for 
Christmas” & “Together we achieve so much more”) 

 A Presentation by Me & Dee (Christine’s charity) 

 Social Media hints and tips and more… 
 
14 November 2013 – World Diabetes Day 
24 November 2013 – District Young Ambassador Final 
21-23 March 2014 – District Convention – St John’s 
         Hotel Solihull 

 Host Night Theme “The end of the pier” 
 
Further details of all these events will be circulated by 
Joy during the year. 
 
 

 
DG TEAM TRAVELS 
The following is a list of club visits, charter anniversa-
ries and other events that members of the District    
Governor team will be undertaking in the next couple of 
months.  
 
If you are President or Secretary of  your club next 
year, and have not yet confirmed your visit date, please    
contact my club visits officer, Mick Taylor 
micky.t1@tesco.net  
 

Continued….. 
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TEAM TRAVELS: 
 
District Governor 
September 
3  Club visit  – Worcester 
4  Club visit  – Coventry Godiva 
9  Club visit  – Kettering & District 
11 Club visit – Rowell 
12 Club visit – Wolverhampton 
15 Run - Shirley Blythe Valley Fun Run (10Km) 
17 Club visit – Harborough Twenty 12 
24 DG Team 
29 Acocks Green Sponsored Walk 
 
October 
1  Club visit  – Sandwell 
2  Club visit  – Southam & District 
3  Club visit  – Castle Bromwich & District 
5  Charter  – Warwick 
7  Club visit  – Wellingborough & District 
8  Club visit  – Stour Valley 
9  Club visit  – Birmingham Moseley & Kings Heath 
10 Club visit – Shakespeare 
12 Charter  – Marston Green & District 
19 Charter  – Northampton 80 
20 Autumn Forum 
21 Club visit – Knowle & Dorridge 
29 DG Team 
 
1

st
 VDG 

September 
9  Club visit  – Birmingham Sheldon 
10 Long Range Planning 
11 Club visit – Birmingham Chinatown 
21 Charter  – Wellingborough 
24 DG Team 
 
October 
9  Club visit  – Birmingham Sheldon 
16 Club visit – Northampton 
19 Charter  – Wolverhampton 
20 Autumn Forum 
22 Finance and Admin 
29 DG Team 
 
2

nd
 VDG 

September 
10 Long Range Planning 
18 Zone I Skittles 
24 DG Team 
 
October 
4  Zone F Skittles 
20 Autumn Forum 
22 Finance and Admin 
29 DG team 
 

mailto:micky.t1@tesco.net

