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                                                PLEASE CIRCULATE TO ALL MEMBERS  
 
Hello everyone, 
 
                         Resignation from the Office of First Vice District Governor,  Lion John Gray 

 This month finds us holding a Special Cabinet meeting on 19th September to elect a 
First Vice District Governor to serve for the remainder of this 2015/16 Lions' year, 
following the resignation from the post of Lion John Gray.  

 
 Lion John has resigned for health and family reasons and has been exemplary in the 

way in which he has conducted himself to serve this District as Second and then 
First Vice District Governor over the last eighteen months.  

 
 I have formally called for nominations from Clubs by 17th September to our 

Nominations Officer, PDG Wim Hoogerwerf, of suitably qualified candidates to fill 
the vacancy for the remaining term of this year.  

 
 I am sure that you will join me in thanking John for his hard work on behalf of the 

District and in wishing him the very best for a speedy return to top form health wise, 
and we very much look forwards to continuing to work with John and Barbara as  
Lions. 

 
                         Heather's Travels 

 During August I enjoyed visits to clubs and thank everyone for their warm welcome. 
I also joined Coventry Mercia at the Ricoh for a wonderful evening which was very 
successful in raising the profile of Lions with the civic community of Coventry. We 
should always be proud to say  “We are Lions, look at what we do, come and help us 
do even more”.   

 
                         North Sea Lions 35th Anniversary 

 This month sees our District hosting the 35th Anniversary board meeting of the 
North Sea Lions Alliance at the Ramada Hotel in Solihull over the weekend of 11th 
to 13th September. This alliance has achieved amazing things during those 35 years 
managing development projects from start to finish. Lions from the UK, Denmark, 
Germany and Holland have worked together ( and played together!) and have made 
a real difference to the communities which have benefited from those projects.  



 
 Lion John Bush and Lion Jaap de Jonge have worked really hard to arrange this 

weekend of celebration which will also include the highly important 2015/16 
meeting of the board to discuss ongoing and future projects. We as the Lions of 
105M , as confirmed by our 2015 District Convention, are covenanted to support the 
North Sea Lions Alliance, and I hope that Clubs  will continue with their generous 
support. Lion Jaap is visiting Clubs where he is invited, and will be delighted to give 
more information about the projects being supported by North Sea Lions. 

   
                         Autumn Forum 

 Sunday, October 18th will be our Autumn Forum at the St John's Hotel, Solihull. 
There will be an update on the progress of the Centennial Celebrations, more detailed information 
about the advantages and implications of Clubs becoming Charitable Incorporated Organisations, 
and some really good hands -on workshops on issues where members have asked for some help- 
this is likely to include guidance on practical help with the completion of MYLCI and information 
on how it can be a useful tool for all clubs, on food safety, and a communications update.  
 

 As this is the period of our Centennial Celebration , it is highly likely that many of 
us will be approached by local media outlets for interviews- including the chance to 
do radio interviews. We hope to have a local professional  radio presenter as our 
afternoon speaker, so please come along and join in and get some tips! 

 
 Lion John Barnes, our District Events Officer, will be taking bookings for the event- 

so please sign up! 
 
                         District Governor's Husband's Appeal 

 I am also delighted to report good progress for the support of the appeal for this year 
– my husband, Lion Dave, has chosen to support the Birmingham Children's 
Hospital appeal to have a hologram of a comforting presence inside a CT scanner 
when very small children are having this essential but very scary process. The 
children have to be scanned but the process is very difficult as they cannot have 
anyone physically with them inside the scanner, so the hologram will keep them 
calm and still for the essential time.  

 
 We are so lucky to have this National and International resource located right in the 

middle of our District- children from all over our District and from elsewhere in the 
country are treated there, as The Birmingham Children's Hospital serves the whole 
of the country as the National Centre of Excellence for 34 acute conditions, and is 
the International Centre of excellence for 4 conditions, including liver cancer in 
children.  

 
 Thank you so much to Clubs who are organising events to raise funds for Dave's 

appeal, and we are very much looking forwards to joining Balsall Common Lions 
for their theatre evening on 29th October, which will support this excellent cause.  

          
    With kind regards, as always 
 
    Heather 


