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                                            PLEASE CIRCULATE TO ALL MEMBERS 

Hello everyone                                    Happy New Year! 

I hope that you have had peaceful and joyous time with your families over the holiday period, 
although it has been so distressing to see the misery of many folk in the North of England, North 
Wales, Scotland and Ireland caused by the dreadful weather conditions.  I know that  Clubs in our 
District have been very generous in providing financial support to the wonderful efforts of our Lion 
colleagues in those areas who have been at the forefront of providing practical help with the effects 
of the flooding, and grants to provide materials for clearing up and to provide local support have 
been made by the MD to the affected Districts.

The Next Six Months

VDG1 Ron, VDG2 Chris and myself have been arranging forthcoming visits with Clubs and Zones, 
and we have also been discussing two very important potential changes which will need to be 
considered by all members during the coming year:- 

• Redistricting

You will recall that I shared with you in my August, September and October 2015 Newsletters that 
the Lions of District 105I, Ireland, had given notice of their intention to potentially leave the 
Multiple District and to become a separate stand alone geographic District with effect from 1st July 
2017. This proposition was democratically considered by all of the Lions of Ireland at a Special 
Convention on December 5th 2015,  and they have voted by a majority  of  99%  to leave the MD. 
A resolution will therefore go forward to the MD Convention at Eastbourne in May  to this effect.  

I also circulated to you on 3rd November via our District Secretary the detailed proposals for 
reorganising all of the Districts in the MD, and for streamlining the organisation of the MD, and I 
asked for comments from Clubs as to the proposed changes. Thank you to the Clubs and individual 
members who responded, and for your helpful and constructive feedback. The proposals were also 
discussed in our District 105M Cabinet on 22nd November, and will be considered at the January 
meeting of the Council of Governors together with the feedback from all Districts. Whatever the 
final proposals, it is important that as many Clubs as possible send  their delegates to represent 
members views at the Eastbourne MD Convention. If you can go, please do so, as this is a really 
important matter for all members.



• Chartered Incorporated Organisations

We had an excellent presentation from Lion Martin on this topic at our Autumn Forum, when he 
explained the changes brought in by the 2011 Charities Act, and their effect on Lions Clubs in 
England and Wales, and when he also outlined the benefits and changes of CIO status. The detailed 
CIO  proposals  which have come forward from the Charities Commission to Lions Clubs have 
been circulated from our National Charities Treasurer in November to every Club via Club 
Presidents. Hopefully, all Clubs have considered the CIO proposals and will be making the 
necessary decisions and  arrangements. One issue which has arisen from the discussions with the 
Charities Commission is that the Charities Commission does not accept the continued position of 
Lioness Clubs as separate entities within our organisation, and that Lioness Clubs must function as 
a part of their sponsoring Lions Club and not separate to it. 

Young Ambassador and Peace Poster Competitions

Our Peace Poster winner Emily, sponsored by Balsall Common Lions Club went forwards to the 
National Competition, and I am delighted to say that she was a well deserved winner! Her beautiful 
poster  will represent the MD in the International Final.  Our District Young Ambassador winner 
Jessica, sponsored by Shirley Lions Club, will represent us  at the MD final of the competition at 
Dudley on 21st February , and I am sure that she will do us proud, - so, if you can, please go along 
to support her.

District Convention 18-20th March at The Sketchley Grange Hotel, Hinckley

Our CNRO, PDG Lion Wim, has circulated to all members the resolutions and nominations for our 
forthcoming Convention. The convention should be an excellent occasion, with a chance to discuss 
and exchange ideas with members from all Clubs in our District; Lion Danielle and her team have 
done a fantastic job and their programme for the weekend looks to be great fun and excellent value. 
If you haven't booked up yet, do it now!                       

And Finally

Like everyone else, I had a great time doing my turn with Santa's Sleigh- it was so good to feel a 
part of the experience for so many lovely families. However, while Santa may have shivered on the 
sleigh, I was warmly togged up in the Reindeer suit, as you can see from the attached photo!

Heather


