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                                            PLEASE CIRCULATE TO ALL MEMBERS 
Hello everyone                                    

I hope that you enjoyed a happy time with your family and friends over the holiday weekend.
I know that many Clubs were also very busy with events such as Duck Races, boot sales and other 
community events, and that there has been concerted activity to raise funds from the raffling of 
giant Easter eggs right across the District. 

There will be a lot of very good causes who will benefit from all of the hard work.

District Convention

Wow! What a good time we had at our District Convention over the weekend of 18th-20th March at 
the  Sketchley Grange Hotel, hosted by Lion Danielle and her team from Barwell and Earl Shilton 
and Hinckley and Burbage Lions Clubs. 

We were honoured to have as our International Guest Past International President Tam, and he and 
Joyce were made very welcome by everyone. They joined in enthusiastically with all of the 
weekend's events.

The host night was a rootin' tootin' night of fun from the Wild, Wild West, with expert line dance 
tuition sweeping up even the greenest of novice dancers to join in the fun. 

The Saturday morning saw the opening of our Convention by the Mayor of Hinckley, Councillor 
Janice Richards, and the poignant ceremony of remembrance for the 17 members who have been 
called to higher service since our 2015 Convention. 

The business session saw the presentation of awards to outstanding Lions for service to our 
association, with Lion Paul Murphy of Sandwell Lions Club receiving the International President's 
Award for Leadership, and PCC Andy Pemberton of Balsall Common Lions Club and PDG Doug 
Cross of Solihull Lions Club receiving the International President's Certificate of Appreciation for 
all of their work on membership on our behalf. I also presented my own certificates of appreciation 
to some of the lions who have been so helpful to me this year.

On Saturday morning we also held a really thought provoking and lively debate on the subject of 
redistricting, following an excellent presentation by CC PDG Lion Simon Moss.  Everyone who 
spoke did so from a position of being well informed and yet open minded and supportive of the 
views of others. 



After lunch we learned that our DG Team for next year was duly elected, so many congratulations 
to:
 District Governor Elect Ron Cross of Kidderminster and District Lions Club, 
1st Vice District Governor Elect Chris Burrows of Shirley Lions Club, and 
2nd Vice District Governor Elect Martin Hill of Market Harborough 2012 Lions Club

I know that they will do a magnificent job for us all next year.

We then enjoyed a hugely entertaining presentation from my good friend DG Paul Stafford of 
District 105E, on the subject of “Lions without Borders”. He concluded by identifying a live cross 
border project which struck a chord with us all - the air ambulance service which does not halt at 
area boundaries where someone is in need. 

After the presentation of competition awards (– watch out Shirley Lions.. I think there will be others 
chasing you next year! ) we heard from the hugely impressive Jessica, our 105M Young 
Ambassador. What an amazing young lady she is, and I really hope that she is a Lion of the future.

On Saturday evening our hard working Convention Committee had again excelled themselves- we 
had a lovely dinner, followed by short speeches, and enjoyed a truly outstanding entertainment from 
a most accomplished balladeer. 

An excellent time was had by all. Especially me! My very grateful thanks to everyone who made it 
such a good weekend of business, fun and fellowship.

Advance Notice of Training Opportunities for Incoming Club Officers 

Our hard working leadership development team tell me that they will be offering training courses 
to incoming Club Officers on 21 May and 12 June- this is heartily recommended and really sets you 
up for your year of office, so look out for the circular and please sign up!
                 
And Finally

Ron, Chris and myself will continue to visit Clubs and join with you at Charter Celebrations. It is a 
great privilege for us, and we are amazed and so proud of the activities being undertaken by the 
Lions of District 105M.

If Clubs have not yet donated to our District Recommendations List, can you please consider doing 
so, as your donations will really make a difference to those in need wherever they are.

As you know, the question of Redistricting will be debated at the forthcoming Multiple District 
Convention at Eastbourne from 8th- 10th of May. This is a really important decision for the future 
direction of Lions Clubs in Great Britain and Ireland, so I ask everyone who can go to Eastbourne 
to do so.  District Secretary Brigitte is looking at the costs and logistics of a coach from our District 
to take delegates to Eastbourne on Saturday 9th May, if you are interested please contact her 
urgently at secretary@lions105m.org.uk.

Kind regards to all
  
Heather
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