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Well the year has started off on a real high having 
attended the International Convention in Chicago. 
Some of the days were long and tiring but the City is 
somewhere I would recommend fellow Lions to visit 
and the Parade was a fantastic spectacle and advert 
for Lions with so many countries represented and in 
such colourful and distinctive national dress. I’m 
certainly glad I went and am now looking forward to 
next year in Las Vegas. On a more serious note the 
International Board introduced a third strand to the 
management structure with the introduction of a 
Global Service Team. Given this is what we do and 
what we are predominately known for it is perhaps 
surprising that this important aspect our work has not 
previously been recognised and represented at 
management level. We now have the challenge of 
finding a suitable candidate to fill this very important 
role in Cabinet and so anyone interested please look 
out for the job advertisement.  

On my return to the UK I had the very great fortune 
to attend the District Changeover where Past District 
Governor Lion Ron passed over the mantle of 
responsibility and the chain of office to me. Thus my 
year in office begins in earnest. I must pay tribute to 
my predecessor PDG Lion Ron Cross for his tireless 
efforts on behalf of the District and for all of his help 
and support during my year as 1st VDG. So now we 
move forward and with the support of 1st VDG Lion 
Stewart Sherman- Kahn and 2nd VDG Lion Anita Bedi 
we will do our very best to serve the interests of 
members and support clubs in all of their endeavours. 
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I am now planning my Cabinet having managed to fill 
all of the posts with some very able people. Cabinet 
this year however will be somewhat different as this 
will be in two parts with one group looking at creating 
new ideas, developing policy and plans and the other 
the more traditional reviewing reports and discussing 
the decisions to be made. This is a complete 
departure from what has gone before and will take 
some getting used to but I hope will lead to some 
stimulating debate and a lot of good ideas. 

 

I have also embarked upon some changes to reports 
and these too will take a bit of getting used to as they 
draw a lot from working practices where measurable 
achievement against a set of defined goals is how we 
determine success. This very much mirrors where LCI 
is moving and what I as District Governor have to sign 
up to as my objectives for the year in office. 

 

Now everyone thinks that because redistricting has 
been approved by Multi District Convention that all 
the hard work is over; however that is far from the 
case as we now start in earnest in planning the 
transition from 105M to 105WM or whatever the 
new district is eventually called, or at least we will 
once the International Board has ratified the decision. 
So in preparation for that and to begin the process I 
have appointed a Working Group to lead our 
discussions with those in adjoining districts with 
whom we will eventually merge. They are PCC 
Heather Jeavons, PCC Simon Moss and 1st VDG 
Stewart Sherman-Kahn. The first two are clearly the 
most knowledgeable about the subject in our District 
and Stewart as he will be out last District Governor in 
the lead up to redistricting in July 2019. 

 

I hope like me you are now looking forward to 
Autumn Forum. The Global Leadership Team with 
Lion Ian and Lion Paul have lined up a star studded list 
of speakers and there will also be interactive sessions 
to build on what we have heard. There will also be an 
opportunity for Clubs to showcase what they do. So 
come along to this exciting event. It will be different 
but thought provoking, stimulating and most of all 
uplifting. See you all there on Sunday the 8th October. 
It’s in my diary is it in yours. 

 

 

  

 

  

 


