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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 

DG Lion Neil Chisholm: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor: Lion Pauline Hoogerwerf: hoogerwerf@btopenworld.com 
 

A THOUGHT FOR CHRISTMAS 
We are moving into the busiest time of year for most Lions Clubs, so I thought that we sometimes need a short 
break before we move into the New Year. This poem was written by an Australian Lion Greg Dunn but translated 
into English with a few words added by myself. You may spot a few familiar phases.  

 
We are Ordinary People doing Amazing Things so I  believe, 
A world of unencumbered bliss is what we hope to achieve. 

For those with grief, Lions are there, in times of need, a saviour; 
But come 25

th
 December we have time off for good behaviour. 

What is it with this time of year that everything should stop? 
No Lions meetings for another month as attendances would just drop. 

All year we’re helping those in need so why should you stop now? 
Maybe we should care for our own, but do you remember how? 
But what about those needing help, the ones in constant strife? 
Their need goes on through holidays and all times of their life. 

What of your family, loving spouse, your daughter and your son, 
Your grandchildren, when on Christmas Day, they all invade one? 

Yes, sometimes we should take a break from the Lions family, 
We should perhaps need to stay at home and decorate the tree, 
So break we should and pay no heed to those who make a fuss 

And criticise that we are Lions, only when it pleases us 
“Well, I’m a Lion ALL THE TIME, though some would disagree 

But that is because that’s what pleases me” 
A break at Christmas is certainly well deserved, 

But we should always remember as Lions “SMILE WE SERVE” 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

SERVICE 
At the beginning of November Beryl and I were invited 
to It’s a KNOCKOUT which is for Adults with Learning        
Difficulties.  It was organised by  Malvern Hill Lions at 

the Three Counties Show-
ground with help from 
Droitwich, Evesham and 
Worcester and this is a 
good example of clubs 
working together.  
 
The games are designed 
by the participants and 

they have a picture competition based on the theme 
for the year, which was Kings and Queens. I had the 
difficult task of choosing the winner. What is good 
about this project is that a lot of work is undertaken 
before the day. It was a pleasure seeing how much the 
teams enjoyed themselves.                                                                          

BERYL’S  PROJECT -  CAP  
(Christians against Poverty) 
I am pleased to be able to tell you that several CAP clients 
have now been helped by Lions Clubs in the District: 
 

Warwick Lions – carpets for a lady whose flat was flooded 
 
Warwick Lions – money for white goods 
 
Bushby Lions – money to enable families to attend a fire-
works display in Leicester 
 
Wolverhampton Lions – a bed for a single Mum 
 
We now have CAP centres in Nuneaton & Worcester and 
another centre in Birmingham. 
I’ve been selling quiz sheets to raise money for CAP and 
have so far raised £71. Donations from Clubs will be much 
appreciated and used to extend the work of CAP. 
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MEMBERSHIP 
The following weekend I was down in London to see 
the Lord Mayor’s Show on the Saturday. Beryl and I 

travelled down on 
the Friday and went 
to see a show which 
of course had to be 
“The Lion King.” 
 

So why is the Lord 
Mayor’s Show under 
Membership?  
 

It is a wonderful 
showcase which is 

broadcast live and Lions have a float and are in the 
parade. The Districts around London are involved. 
(Districts A, EA, SE and D.) 
 
On the Sunday it was Remembrance Sunday and 24 
Lions had the privilege of marching pass the Cenotaph 
on your behalf. Again this was televised but unless you 
pressed the red button you would not have seen me. 

I would like to welcome the following Lions to our      
organisation: 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

CLASSIC FM 
Some of you complain that Lions get little widespread 
publicity at National level.  Opinion says we don’t get as 
much credit as we should or could for national          
partnership projects.  Many Lions feel that with more 
publicity, more people would be aware of LCI and      
perhaps recruitment would be easier. 
 

The current situation is about to change.  Classic FM 
and the Lions Clubs of Great Britain will soon announce 
they are joining forces as Partners in Service.  The aim 
is hold a few well publicised events over the next couple 
of years. 
 

Classic FM has the means to provide publicity via their 
website and radio broadcasts. 
 

Lions Clubs International has the manpower to raise 
money for charitable causes.  
 

Classic FM has 6m listeners a week, and a website that 
receives 600,000 hits a day. 
 

Lions of MD105 have 17,000 members in 900 Clubs 
serving their local community. 
 

As a first stage in the partnership Classic FM have 
asked for help with their Christmas appeal. We are    
getting to this later than hoped but let’s do something if 
your club has the time to spare at this busy part of the 
year, much of which you have been planning for a long 
time. 
 

You are asked where possible to dedicate some of your 
Christmas carol concerts or sleigh collection to the    
current Classic FM appeal for Nordoff Robbins. This is a 
musical charity which delivers some 4,000 music      
therapy sessions a year to those who need this valuable 
service, but as important is the training of Therapists to 
continue and expand this work in the future.     
 

Classic FM wants to know if you are getting involved 
and will publicise events on a dedicated Lions’ web 
page now established on the Classic FM website.    
Classic FM will produce a master poster layout to help 
publicise events (carrying the Lions/Classic FM        
Partners in Service logos) and has made available 100 
copies of a Christmas Carols CD free of any performing 
Rights issues. These can be obtained from MDHQ. 
However some Districts are charging for the CD, with 
the money going to the appeal. If you do request a CD 
then there is an expectation that a donation will be 
made. 
 

Then as the events approaches Classic FM will seek to 
publicise events on air, Classic only has 6 minutes of 
chat/advertising per hour which restricts opportunities. 
In January 2012 Classic FM will provide a summary of 
air time with a value if paid by advertisers.  
 

After the event has been held Clubs can put pictures of 
their event on picture gallery on this Lions web page, 

Corby Paul Jenkins 

Corby Dan McDonald 

Corby Mike Garlick 

Market Harborough (Branch) Michael Thomas 

Market Harborough (Branch) Paul N Anderson 

Market Harborough (Branch) Ruth Anderson 

Market Harborough (Branch) Dorothy Joy Gee 

Shakespeare Karen Burton 

Shakespeare Barbara Lomas 

Shakespeare Peter Humberstone 

Stour Valley Sean Vincent Brennan 

Stour Valley Ian Cox 

Sutton Coldfield & Erdington David Williams 

http://www.classicfm.co.uk/charity/lions-clubs-support-classic-fm-foundation/
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……….continued  
this will show your club in action to a wider audience 
than currently look at MD/District/Club websites.  
 

Lions will also receive a report showing the number of 
hits received by the dedicated Lion’s page and the 
number of people transferring to the find a Club pages. 
 

It’s an exciting opportunity to throw off the veil of       
secrecy, but we will not get something for nothing - we 
have to get involved to get the rewards. 
 

INTERNATIONAL 
As you know the International      
President is on a mission to plant a 
million trees. In this District we have 
already met my target and I helped to 
plant 420 trees in Aldridge and a    
further 987 trees in Sandwell.    
 

However we were all taken by        
surprise when we had to aid the plant-
ing process by adding cow manure to 
the soil.    

 

Here you can see a picture of 
the 2

nd
 VDG and myself shifting 

the ------- ! 
 

Now I am looking for a suitable 
and printable caption to go with 
this picture. 

 
 
 
 
But as 
they say in a certain advert, 
“Every little helps.” So I am still 
looking for more.  At least one 
tree per member of your club 
is still my goal.  

LEADERSHIP 
Following the tree     
planting at Sandwell I 
then had to go straight 
onto the District Young 
Ambassadors Final in 
Birmingham. I did how-
ever change my clothes 
and footwear.  
 

After hearing from the 
four candidates of their experiences, I presented the 
winner, Liam Barrett,  with his certificate.  Liam is    
sponsored by Marston Green &   District Lions Club.   
 

Liam has been invited to the District Convention in 
March and will be representing the District at the      
Multiple District Finals in February 2012. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

……….continued 

What a privilege to hear about all the community service 
done by the candidates. They are the Leaders of the 
future. I would urge clubs next year to find candidates 
for this inspiring competition. 
 

Guiding Lions 
Another Guiding Lions workshop is being planned and 
the training of trainers has begun, so that we can deliver 
training to incoming officers in the New Year. 
 

ENJOY 
It is a joy to be a normal club member sometimes. I was 
able to help with the car parking at the Town Bonfire in 
Warwick, which we run along with colleagues from    
Rotary and Round Table. Also I manned the barricades 
at the Warwick Victorian Evening. 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY   
 District Convention Friday to Sunday 23

rd
 to 25

th
  

March 2012 Holiday Inn Corby. 
 MD Convention 4

th
 to 6

th
 May 2012 Birmingham NEC 

Hilton Metropole Hotel 
 

CLUB VISITS 
December Planned Visits are as follows 
1st Dec : Corby  
6th Dec : Birmingham Handsworth 
7th Dec : Coventry Godiva 
8th Dec:  Kidderminster 
 

This is subject to change. 
 

OTHER EVENTS 
10

th
 Dec: Tin Shake at Tesco Warwick. 

11
th
 Dec: Warwick Tin Collection for parcels for the 

needy.  
17

th
 Dec: Warwick Castle, Carols in the Castle. 

21
st
 Dec: Warwick Lions Christmas Dinner. 

If you have an event or a community project that you 
would like me to attend please let me know. 
   

AND FINALLY 
As Christmas approaches Beryl and I would like to wish 
you all a Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year. 
So keep smiling - it makes people wonder what you've 
been up to.   

SMILE WE SERVE 


