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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 

DG Lion Neil Chisholm: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
 

Newsletter Editor: Lion Pauline Hoogerwerf: hoogerwerf@btopenworld.com 
 

CONVENTIONS 
We are moving into Convention season and it is that time when you need to consider whether you going to attend.  
So here is a poem that was written by an Australian, Lion Greg Dunn, but it has been translated into English with a 
few words added by myself. It is called “The First Time Conventioneer”: 

I‟ve been around a while, so you wouldn‟t say I‟m new, 
And I do get satisfaction out of most things Lions do. 

The horror that went through the club when told of my intention, 
“I‟m expanding my horizons; I„m going to Convention” 

I‟ve never been to one before, just what should I expect? 
They told me they were loads of fun, or so they recollect. 

I registered as all must do to let them know I‟m here. 
I was given a form to complete as a First Time Conventioneer 

To gather signatures from the officers amongst the gathering band, 
Then someone who I‟d never meet approached and grasped my hand. 

Come over here and join us, and tell us where you‟re from. 
What are you doing and what projects are working on? 

Then came the formal opening, I sat there mystified, 
And during the Remembrance I must admit I nearly cried. 
It was done with such sincerity, it took my breath away. 

Lions giving care I will remember to this day. 
But back to the convention I„d realise that others were just like me, 

They could have so much concern for those who cannot walk or see. 
I knew from members of my club, most shared my point of view, 

But I did not think that the entire world could think the same way too. 
The convictions of the speakers on their subjects are far and wide, 

Showed a passion I‟ve not seen before and it came from deep inside. 
The friendship, camaraderie, exchange of new ideas, 

I did not know its full extent and I„ve been in Lions for years. 
And how yours eyes are opened wide just joining in debate, 

And if sometimes when you find you‟re wrong, you can capitulate. 
I used to stay within myself, but let me make it clear, 

Lions changed for me when I became “A First Time Conventioneer”. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

Now the adverts: DISTRICT CONVENTION is taking place in Corby at the Holiday Inn from Friday 23
rd

 March to 
Sunday 25

th
 March.  Theme - SMILE WE SERVE.  I believe that the initial special packages at £200 per couple for 

the whole weekend have all been taken. John Bush is trying to get more rooms at the reduced rate, but again it will 
be on a first come first served basis. This will have to increase to £230 if the hotel is not prepared to reduce their 
room rates. Further details from John Bush,. but you need to book as soon as possible. 
 

My International Guest is Per Kaerager Christensen from Denmark, 2
nd

 Year International Director Europe, who has 
some interesting views on the future of Lions. 
 

Social events 
Host Night Friday 23rd March:  theme “Lions entertain Lions”,  followed by a Disco. 
Banquet and Ball on the Saturday night will contain some very short speeches.  There will be a Live Band so you 
can dance the night away. 
 

Booking form and more details on the District Web site. 
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MULTIPLE DISTRICT CONVENTION 
The Multiple District Convention is taking place on our 
patch at the Hilton Metropole Hotel at the NEC in Bir-
mingham (or should I say Solihull) from 4th to 6th May 
2012.  Details are in the Lion Magazine and on the  
Lions MD 105 website. 
 

Host Night has an Olympic theme.  The Banquet & Ball 
has dancing to the Joe Loss Orchestra.  This band has 
been performing continuously since being founded.  
They perform songs from the 50‟s, 60‟s, 70‟s, 80‟s and 
90‟s and     provide a total entertainment package.  It is 
not just for those who want to dance!   

 

I have been to the last 
three charity concerts 
which they have done for 
Shakespeare Lions. 
 

This is a picture taken with 
Todd Miller, who led the 
band at the last concert in 
Stratford. 
 

SERVICE 
Last month I had the         
opportunity to go to the     
Boccia Games in Wolver-
hampton.  These games are 
the only outlet for children 
who have cerebral palsy, to 
enjoy any competitive sport.  
It is like indoor bowls, but 
some of the competitors have 
to use a shot to deliver the 
balls.  There were 32 Lions, 
mainly from around Wolver-
hampton area, helping with 
marshalling.   

Region Chairman Lion Greg  
Hession co-ordinated the 
Lions volunteers and        
received a medal for his   
efforts, in addition to the 
competitors. 

There were three Past     
District Governors, who pre-
sented the medals, but can 
you name them?  

 
Who is the other person in 
the picture, who is not a 
Lion?  Answers at the end 
of this Newsletter. 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

Signature Projects 
Our local theatre has been showing “The Miracle 
Worker”. The story of Helen Keller and Beryl has taken 
this opportunity to distribute the Signature Project     
leaflets to the audience at some of the performances. 
 

On Beryl‟s Charity for the year, Warwick Lions have 
provided a washing machine for a CAP client. 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP 
It is a privilege to enrol new members to our association 
and, on two occasions this month, I have badged up 
three new members at Coventry Phoenix Lions Club 
and another three at Bilston and Willenhall Lions Club. 

 

I would remind Clubs that now is the best time to look at 
doing a card drop and a Drinks and Nibbles evening. 

 

On a sad note, I have to report that Lion Pat 
Wooldridge, President of Castle Bromwich & District 
Lions Club, died very recently, following a short illness.  
Our thoughts are with Pat‟s family at this difficult time. 

 
 

INTERNATIONAL 

The International President Wing–Kun Tam is making 
his one and only visit to England on Monday 12th March 
and 13

th
 March 2012.  There are two events which are 

open to all Lions to attend in this area: 
 

He will be planting a tree outside the Lions Shelter at 
the National Arboretum in Alrewas, Staffordshire at 3pm 
to 4pm on Monday 12th March.  Following that there is 
a Meet the President evening at the Yew Tree Hotel 
and Conference Centre in Kegworth at 6pm to 8.30pm. 
Buffet costs £7.95.  The International President would 
like to meet as any Club Presidents as possible.  For 
this event you must book via the MD website as       
numbers will be limited. 
 
If you are aiming to go to the Arboretum could you 
please let District Secretary Mike Cooke know, so that 
we have an idea of numbers. Admission to the           
Arboretum is free but there is a car park charge 
(maximum cost £3). There is a cafe on site. 
 
On Tuesday 13

th
 March he is meeting our patron HRH 

the Countess of Wessex and when he will be going to 
the House of Commons for United Nations Day. 
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LEADERSHIP 
Here are the dates for the Officers workshops this 
Spring: 
 

Zone and Region Chairman 
Sunday 29

th
 April 2012 at MDHQ 9.30am to 3pm. 

 

Club Presidents, Secretaries and Treasurers 
Sunday 13

th
 May 2012 at MDHQ 9.30am to 3pm. 

 

District Officers 
Sunday 20

th
 May 2012 at MDHQ 9.30 to 3pm. 

 

I would encourage all officers to attend -  even those 
who have done the job before - as things are always 
changing. The incoming District Governor will be at all 
the Workshops.  
 

ENJOY 
I would say that it is rare in this job to meet a Pop Star, 
especially one who is now a Vicar!  The Reverend 
Richard Cole, who once was part of the group the 
Communards and 
had a number one 
hit, was the  Guest 
Speaker at Kettering 
Lions Club Charter 
Dinner. He also 
broadcasts on Satur-
day morning Radio 4 
and has been seen 
on “Have I got news 
for you”. I did say to 
him that I was not sure what he would do with my pin 
and banner.  

Also at the same Dinner 
was the President of  
Kettering Rotary Club. I 
did say that I dared him 
to wear my pin at the 
Rotary Dinner that they 
are having in a week‟s 
time.  As the President 
of the Lions Club is    
going, I will find out! 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY  
 
 Monday 12

th
 March 2012.  International President‟s 

visit, 3.00 pm National Arboretum 
 6.00 pm Yew Tree Hotel Kegworth. 
  

 Friday to Sunday 23
rd

 to 25
th

 March 2012.  District 
Convention, Holiday Inn Corby 

 
 4

th
 to 6

th
 May 2012.  MD Convention, Birmingham 

NEC Hilton Metropole Hotel                   
 

 
 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

CLUB VISITS FEBRUARY: 
 

OTHER EVENTS: 

If you have an event or a community project that you 
would like me to attend, please let me know. 
 

AND FINALLY 
They are behind you! Oh, No 
they are not!  Oh, yes they 
are!  It is Pantomime time in   
Stratford upon Avon. 

Shakespeare Lions  or-
ganise the first night of 
the local pantomime at 
the Civic Hall.  The   
audience from around 
the area is made up of 
people with disabilities and the elderly. Lions from local 
clubs bus them in and are able to watch the show along 
with the Mayor. It was a sell out.  

Answers: And who were the Past District Governors? - 
Linda Cross (2005-06), Ron Cross (1994-95) and John 
Poole (1988-89). 
The non Lion is on the left is Dennis Hodgkins who   
organises the event on a voluntary basis. He will also 
be one of the Olympic torch bearers. 
 

So keep smiling - it makes people wonder what you've 
been up to. 
 

SMILE WE SERVE 

Tues. 7th: Barwell/Earl Shilton 

Wed. 8th: Sheldon 

Thurs. 9th: Walsall 

Mon. 13th: Lutterworth 

Tues. 14th: Edgbaston 

Sat. 4th: Kenilworth Charter Anniversary 

Sun. 5th: District Cabinet 

Sun. 19th: MD Young Ambassador Final, Dudley 

Sun. 19th: Bushby Charter Anniversary Lunch 

Sat. 25th: Bromsgrove Charter Anniversary 

Mon. 27th: Masterteam, Knowle & Dorridge 

Tues. 28th: District Governor‟s Team Meeting 


