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DISTRICT GOVERNOR’S NEWSLETTER 
 
 
Contacts: DG Lion Femi Onabolu: dg@lions105m.org.uk 
Pauline Hoogerwerf: secretary@lions105m.org.uk 

 
MY FELLOW LIONS, “ALL ONE IN SERVICE” 

 

Welcome to my third monthly Newsletter; how 
time flies; I can hardly believe I am already 
into my third month as District Governor, I 
hope you have all enjoyed the first and      
second letters and hope they were informative 
and helpful. 
 
It is true there can be „information overload‟ 

but I am also aware of complaints by Lions of 

inadequate and insufficient information on 

what goes on behind the scenes and beyond  

their Clubs and District news. It is my intention 

this year, through my Newsletters, to keep 

every Lion informed of Cabinet, MD Council 

and International decisions and events, and 

compliment efforts of District Cabinet officers 

in providing useful information to Club members.  

I may not always include photographs, but the Midland News will provide you with lots of        

photographic news to compensate.  Don‟t forget to send your articles to Joy Haffner for inclusion  

in the next edition. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

 

AUTUMN FORUM 
 

This is just a reminder to book early for the Autumn Forum which will take place on Sunday 18
th
 

October at the Birmingham Airport Holiday Inn. There will be only 150 places available, so book 

now and don‟t be disappointed.  

The Key-note speaker is Georgina Hulme, a special Olympics multi-Gold medal athlete and   

currently a Special Olympics Board member.  

Other presentations will include „How to obtain Grants‟, DG Spouse project - “Hospice at Home” 

and the African Child Trust (DG‟s International Project).   
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DISTRICT CABINET 
 

The District Cabinet had its first meeting on     
Sunday 16th August 2009 at the Airport Holiday 
Inn. 50 Cabinet members (90%) were present 
and, most remarkably, ALL (100%) cabinet        
officers submitted their reports before the meeting 
(surely a remarkable record). 
 

DISCUSSIONS & DECISIONS 
1.  Renaming Flood Disaster Funds:  Following 
the flood disaster of 2007,   the District Treasurer 
kept unspent funds in a „Flood Appeal‟ reserved 
account.    
 

i. The District Treasurer requested Cabinet to 
approve renaming the account to 
„Humanitarian Emergency Appeal‟ account,  to 
enable all future contributions to emergency 
funds generally to go into the same account 
instead of creating new separate accounts.  

 

 Cabinet approved but Clubs contributing to this 
fund will be requested to send their approval to 
rename and re-designate the funds into the 
new account name.  

 

ii. The District Treasurer informed Cabinet that 
the Multiple District had set up an emergency 
fund in 2007 and Clubs requiring emergency 
assistance can apply to Council of Governors 
for a grant. 

 

2.  Subscriptions: Two-thirds of Clubs have so 
far paid up their first half-year subscriptions. 
Please note that any Club owing outstanding pay-
ments to International beyond 150 days will be 
henceforth be put on Status Quo by LCI. 
 

3.  Convention Call 2010 has been circulated 
and we still await nominations for the position of  
2

nd
 Vice District Governor. I urge Clubs and Zones 

to nominate candidates by 30th September. 
 

4. Sheldon Lions Club’s appeal (which is 
strongly backed and supported by District) to   
support the O‟Brien grandchildren‟s Trust Fund 
has so far raised nearly £20,000 with Lions       
accounting for £7,346. 
 

Lions are reminded about a special Lions fund-
raising event at the Black Country Museum on 5th 
December 2009. More information will be made 
available to Clubs and Zones.  You, your families 
and friends are urged to support this event. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

 
 

5.  We call on all Lions to support the Member-
ship, Extension, Retention and Leadership (MERL) 
initiatives to form at least 3 new Clubs, reduce 
membership losses, assist weak Clubs to grow 
their membership, achieve a net gain of 200 by 
June 2010 and take our District out of transition. 
My fellow Lions, „Indeed  We Can‟.  
 

i. New Clubs are being targeted in Small Heath, 
Sparkhill & Sparkbrook, Hall Green, 3rd        
Coventry, Atherstone & District, Coleshill and 
Leamington Spa. Lions can help with            
information on contacts they may have in all 
these places and volunteer in distribution of  
yellow cards (where necessary). Please contact 
PDG Doug Cross or your Region MERL officer 
for more information. 

 

ii. We announce the appointment of Past    
President Lion David Cox of Birmingham     
Chinatown as a MERL Region Membership  
officer for Birmingham Inner City & Environs.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Among his other duties, Lion David will look 
into the formation of the first Campus Club in 
Birmingham University, the first Corporate 
Commercial premises Lions Club in the      
Newtown Postal Services Depot and the very 
first in our MD non-Political-Intra-Party Council 
Lions Club in the Birmingham City Council. 
Your support with ideas and contacts will be 
highly appreciated.    

 
 David can be contacted on 0771 483 7182 or 

by email: membershipbirm@lions105m.org.uk 
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iii. I urge and challenge my fellow Lions to    

introduce a family member (including 
spouses), a relative, a friend, a work          
colleague and even social acquaintances to 
join your Club. Think how much we can grow 
if 15% of our members answer this call.  

 
There will be a special recognition by me as 
DG and from our International President to all    
Lions introducing a new member this year; 
please be proud to talk more about why you 
are a Lion in all your circles.  

 
Please help us “Move to Grow”.  

 

iv. I have been privileged to Induct 2 new   
Lions during my Club visitations so far and I 
am sure other Clubs have been inducting new     
members too. I am aware of a Club waiting to  
induct 5 new members. Please keep us     
informed. 

 

v. The new Alcester Lions Branch has been 
formed and so far 8 members have been        
inducted; there is a potential of 4 more being   
inducted soon. Congratulations to the MERL 
team and especially Lion Bill Ranautta,      
Region Membership Officer, and Lion Keith 
Hilyard from Shakespeare Lions Club for their 
efforts. 

 
6.   Our District will host the Youth Camp from 
the 22nd July to 1st August 2010 and  Lion John 
Barnes needs more volunteers to help in various 
roles. 
 
7.   The Young Ambassador program has 
been discontinued at International level and         
replaced with „Young Leaders in Service‟.       
However, Districts, MDs and Constitutional Areas 
will continue with the Young Ambassador        
competitions. 
 

8.  The District has acquired Speaker and 
Loop systems that can be borrowed for use at 
Zone meetings or Club‟s functions. Please       
contact Lion Tamer Stuart Richmond.   
   

9.  All Clubs undesignated contributions to 
Street Children this year will be designated to 
the Railway Children Project. 
 
 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

 
 

COUNCIL OF GOVERNORS  
  
The first Council of Governors meeting took place 
from the 31st July to 2nd August 2009.  
 
1. The most controversial of decisions taken 
was the discontinuation of the MD Directory in its 
present format, due to cost of production.  Instead 
of printing thousands of copies for distribution to 
every Lion member, it is proposed to make the  
Directory available on-line with password           
protection. 
 
This CoG decision generated a stormy debate at 
Cabinet and several proposals were put forward. I 
agreed to present all proposals to next Council for 
a review.  
 
I must say that  these debates are not peculiar to 
our District, others have challenged the decision 
and are proposing resolutions to MD Convention 
on same issue. 
 
2.  The cost to MD of the Lions project at the       
National Memorial Arboretum is being            
considered and the latest information puts the cost 
at about £20,000. Clubs will be approached with 
the final proposal and a request to contribute. 
 
3. Approval was given by Council to the MD 
twinning with the new Macedonia District in         
formation. 
 
4.  Lions are reminded of contributions to the 
MD Korle Bu Project - Ghana Lions Eye Hospital of 
Excellence. 
 
5.  Council approved the appointment of      
Citibond Travel as official MD Travel Agent for the 
next 5 years.  
 

6. Health & Safety policy is soon to be made 

available on the MD website. The Road to Safety 

document is also being updated. 
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DG’s CLUB VISITS 
 

My Clubs visits have been very exciting and     
informative. I am really grateful for this opportunity 
to know the Clubs in the District and the different 
ways each conduct their meetings.  
 

I have not been disappointed by the Clubs so far 
visited, which are Wellingborough, Coventry 
Godiva, Sandwell, Northampton 80, Acocks 
Green, Redditch, Droitwich, Nuneaton and  Castle    
Bromwich.  
 

SEPTEMBER: 

OCTOBER: 

 
MIDLAND NEWS 
 
You have all received the Midland News through 
the District web site. I commend the wonderful 
production by Joy Haffner.  As I said in my         
previous letter, all Clubs activities and events and 
articles from District officers will be published with 
accompanying photographs in the Midland News.  
 
I urge all Club PR officers and District Specialist 
officers to take advantage of spaces available at 
all times in the Midland News, especially since all 
inputs will be published instantly without delays 
thus keeping Lions in the District freshly informed. 

Please circulate to all Club Members  

DG’s CHARTER INVITATIONS  
 

Charter season is about to start and I have so far 
received and accepted Invitations to attend the    
following Charter Anniversaries and other events: 

The dates listed above are for Invitations received 
and confirmed only till the end of December 2009.  I 
regret having to decline invitations that arrived after 
dates already booked by other Clubs; I am only    
applying the principle of „first come first served‟.  
 

WELCOME TO NEW LIONS 
 

I wish to welcome the following newly inducted   
members to Lions Clubs International: 
 

Alcester Branch members inducted on 10th August: 
Mike Goode 
Jenny Theobald 
Yvonne Darg 
Liz Curley 
Roger Pemberton 
 

I am informed that there are 13 members who have 
attended one or two meetings and are possible   
prospects for future induction. 
 

Gloria Hayes of Acocks Green inducted by me on my 
Club visit on 11th August. 
 

Michael Millman of Nuneaton Lions inducted by me 
on the 19th August. 
 

I am aware that there have been others inducted by 
Clubs in August whose names I do not presently 
have. I congratulate Clubs making positive „Moves To 
Grow‟ and look forward to more inductions in       
September. 

************** 
My fellow Lions in service, till my next month‟s    
newsletter, I hope you enjoy the rest of the Summer. 
Please remember always that we are  

 

“All One in Service”. 

Tues. 1st: Market Harborough Wed. 2nd: Bushby 

Thurs. 3rd: Rugby Rokeby Tues. 8th: Thurnby 

Wed. 9th: Rowell Thurs. 10th: Kidderminster 

Mon. 14th: Bedworth Tues. 15th: Northfield & Kings 
Norton 

Wed. 16th: Southam Mon. 21st. Bromsgrove 

Mon. 28th: Wellesbourne  

Thurs. 1st: Corby Tues. 6th: Rushden 

Thurs. 8th: Walsall Mon. 12th: Kettering 

Tues. 13th: Barwell & Earl 
Shilton 

Wed. 14th: Coventry Leofric 

Mon. 19th: Knowle & Dorridge Tues. 20th: Solihull TBC 

Wed. 21st: Warwick TBC Thurs. 22nd: Codsall TBC 

Mon. 26th: Malvern Hills TBC  

Sat. 12th September: Evesham Vale, 32nd anniversary 

17th - 20th September: Europa Forum, Tampere, Finland 

Sat. 26th September: Bilston & Willenhall 25th & Wolverhampton 
joint Charter anniversary 

Sat. 3rd October: Wellingborough & District 36th anniversary 

Sat. 10th October: Marston Green & District 32nd anniversary 

Sat. 31st October: Northampton 80 29th anniversary 

Sat. 14th November: Sutton Coldfield 47th anniversary 

Sat. 28th November: Worcester 40th anniversary 

4th - 21st December: DG’s Holidays 


